ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICE FOR DECEMBER 18, 2024
+ SERVICE OF LIGHT +
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.
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Joy - ous light of glo-ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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ev - er (0] Son of God, (0] Giv-er of life:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni- verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of

fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
[ 9 1 T I ]
!’Gy\_b—!(i!—l_-_‘_ﬂ o ._E"_Qt‘_,

for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion

and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.
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A - men.
(Sit)

+ PSALMODY +
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OACOME, O COME, EMMANUEL
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6 O come, Thou Day-spring from
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on high, And cheer us
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by  Thy draw - ing nigh; Dis - perse the gloom -y
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clouds of night, And death’s dark shad - ows put
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to flight.
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Shall come to thee, (0] Is - ra - el

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: French, 15th cent.Text and tune: Public domain

L Let us pray.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend
on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly

host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.

PSALM

'0h sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salva- | tion for him.
2The LoRD has made known his sal- | vation;*

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.

3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of | Israel.”

All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation | of our God.

“Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
5Sing praises to the LORD | with the lyre,*
with the lyre and the sound of | melody!
8With trumpets and the sound | of the horn*
make a joyful noise before the | King, the LORD!

’Let the sea roar, and all that | fills it;*
the world and those who | dwell in it!
8Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together
%pe- | fore the LORD,* for he comes
to | judge the earth.
He will judge the world with | righteousness,*
and the peoples with | equity.

Psalm 98
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Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now and will be forever. | Amen.

BELL CHOIR ANTHEM

+ READINGS +

READING

L
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A reading from Isaiah, chapter 49.

'Listen to me, O coastlands,
and give attention, you peoples from afar.
The LORD called me from the womb,
from the body of my mother he named my name.
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
in his quiver he hid me away.
3And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom | will be glorified.”
4But | said, “I have labored in vain;
| have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my right is with the LORD,
and my recompense with my God.”
SAnd now the LORD says,
he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him;
and that Israel might be gathered to him—
for | am honored in the eyes of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength—
She says:
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to bring back the preserved of Israel;
| will make you as a light for the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
"Thus says the LORD,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
the servant of rulers:
“Kings shall see and arise;
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the LORD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

READING
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A reading from Luke, chapter 2.

Isaiah 49:1-7

Luke 2:22-32

22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus]

up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 2*and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 2>Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was
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Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
upon him. 25And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen
the Lord’s Christ. 2’And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,
to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 22he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

2%Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
3for my eyes have seen your salvation
3lthat you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
323 light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
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In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

THE PEOPLE THAT IN DARKNESS SAT LSB 412
H | |
| | [
I‘ I‘ | [ I |
- | | | 1 | | = |
1 The peo - ple that in dark - ness sat A glo - rious
2 To  hail Thee, Sun of Righ - teous - ness, The gath - ’ring
3 To us a Child of hope  is born, To us a
4 His name shall be the  Prince of Peace, The Ev - er -
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light have seen; The light has shined on them who long In
na - tions come; They joy as when the reap - ers bear Their

Son is giv'n, And on His shoul-der ev - er rests  All
last - ing Lord, The Won-der - ful, the Coun-sel - or, The
h I — I [Fe———ny
[ | | | | | [ | | [ | | | | [ | 1 |
| | | | | | | | | | | | | | i |
@Q) L o 2 | o o 2 i
shades of death have been, In shades of death have been.
har - vest trea-sures home, Their har - vest trea-sures home.
pow’r in earth and heav’'n, All powr in earth and heav'n.

God by all a - dored, The God by all a - dored.

5  His righteous government and pow’r
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

Text: John Morison, 174998, alt.Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480—-1561Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

+ CANTICLE +



(Stand)

MAGNIFICAT
Refrain
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic -
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis ... .......... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
5Glo - ry be to the Fatherandtothe . . . . . .. ... .. Son
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the lowlinessof . . . . .. ..

......... His hand-maiden.
......... is His name;

He has scattered the proud in the imagination = of  their hearts.

and the rich He has sent emp
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- ty a - way.

and tothe . . ... ... ... ... ..... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis . ................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . ... ... ... ... .. fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .. ............ call me blessed.
2 from generationto . .. .. ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . .. .. .. .. A - men. Refrain
(Sit)
OFFERING
+ PRAYER +
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(Stand)

LITANY LSB 249
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and
for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us,
that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who
sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus
" Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
)
A - men.

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251

L  Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

(Stand)
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Thanks be to God.
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(P) The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the "I Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.

A - men.
LORD, BID YOUR SERVANT GO IN PEACE LSB 937
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1 Lord, bid Your ser - vant  go in peace,
2 This is the Sav - ior of the world,
A 3 With saints of old, with saints to come,
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Your word is now ful - filled. These eyes have seen sal -
The Gen-tiles’ prom-ised light, God’s glo - ry dwell - ing
To You we lift our voice; To Fa - ther, Son, and
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va - tion’s dawn,  This child so long fore - told.
in our midst, The joy of Is - ra-el
Spir - it  blest Be hon - or, love, and praise.

Text (sts. 1-2): James Quinn, 1919-2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, 1948Tune: AmericanText (sts. 1-2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used
by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Tune: Public domain
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