WORSHIP SERVICE FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2024
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

LIVING HOPE

How great the chasm that lay between us

How high the mountain | could not climb

In desperation I turned to heaven

And spoke Your name into the night

Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul

The work is finished the end is written

Jesus Christ my living hope

Who could imagine so great a mercy

What heart could fathom such boundless grace
The God of ages stepped down from glory

To wear my sin and bear my shame

The cross has spoken | am forgiven

The King of kings calls me His own

Beautiful Savior I'm Yours forever

Jesus Christ my living hope

Chorus

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain

There’s salvation in Your name

Jesus Christ my living hope

Then came the morning that sealed the promise
Your buried body began to breathe

Out of the silence the Roaring Lion

Declared the grave has no claim on me
(REPEAT)

Jesus Yours is the victory whoa

Ending
Jesus Christ my living hope
Oh God You are my living hope
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(Stand)
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

o

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



P  Since we are gathered to hear God’'s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.

(Kneel/Stand)

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P  Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your

Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
(Stand)
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5

Rejoice in the Lord always;
again | will say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand.
LORD, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin.
Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Rejoice in the Lord always;
again | will say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your
gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
(Sit)

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1—11

'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
“Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
SAnd the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

8A voice says, “Cry!”
And | said, “What shall | cry?”



All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

%Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
%Behold, the Lord Gob comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
""He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 80:1-2

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
Stir up your might and come to save us!

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock!

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 4:1-5

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it
is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small thing that | should be
judged by you or by any human court. In fact, | do not even judge myself. 4 am not aware of anything against
myself, but | am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. *Therefore do not pronounce judgment
before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will
disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

Alleluia. Stir up your might and come to save us. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what
you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and



the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 8And blessed is the one who is not
offended by me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. *What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. '°This is he of whom it is written,

“Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

"Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the
one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
C Ibelieve in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

(Sit)
OFFERING (DURING SONG)



WHO AM |
1) Who am|,
that the Lord of all the earth
Would care to know my name
Would care to feel my hurt?
Who am |, that the Bright and Morning Star
Would choose to light the way
For my ever wand'ring heart?

Not because of who | am

But because of what You've done
Not because of what I've done
But because of who You are

Chorus
I am a flower quickly fading
Here today and gone tomorrow
A wave tossed in the ocean
A vapor in the wind
Still You hear me when I'm calling
Lord You catch me when I'm falling
And You've told me who | am:
| am Yours

2) Who am|,
that the eyes that see my sin
Would look on me with love
and watch me rise again?
Who am |,
that the voice that calmed the sea
Would call out through the rain
and calm the storm in me?

Not because of who | am

But because of what You've done
Not because of what I've done
But because of who You are

Chorus
I am a flower quickly fading
Here today and gone tomorrow
A wave tossed in the ocean
A vapor in the wind
Still You hear me when I'm calling
Lord You catch me when I'm falling
And You've told me who | am:
| am Yours

(Instrumental Interlude)

Not because of who | am

But because of what You've done
Not because of what I've done
But because of who You are



Chorus
I am a flower quickly fading
Here today and gone tomorrow
A wave tossed in the ocean
A vapor in the wind
Still You hear me when I'm calling
Lord You catch me when I'm falling
And You've told me who | am:
| am Yours
| am Yours, | am Yours, | am Yours
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SERMON
(Stand)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

In You, O Lord, we rejoice and trust. Give us joy at all times and make us reasonable in word and deed,
that all would recognize our Christian confidence in Your Son’s advent. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

P O almighty God, through Your Son You bring to light the things hidden in darkness and disclose the
purposes of the heart. Give Your Church faithful stewards of Your mysteries, servants of Christ who are
trustworthy to proclaim You alone as Lord and Judge. Tend Your flock by Your Word and Spirit, that Your
lambs may be gathered into Your arms and gently led to eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P  Heavenly Father, be the source of strength and comfort in every home. Bless the children of our families,
that every darkness would be lightened by Your Son’s gracious visitation. Preserve them from dangers to
body and soul, guide them by Your Word in wise paths, and keep them firm in the faith until life’s end. Lord,
in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P O Lord, our God, You made and preserve the heavens and the earth. You execute justice and provide for
all. Remember the people You have appointed to positions of authority as Your instruments, including
Joseph, our president; Donald, our president-elect; , our governor; and all who make, judge
and administer our laws. Give them wisdom and courage to exercise authority in ways that honor You and
provide for those entrusted to their care. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P O Lord, the prophet Isaiah looked for the day when blind eyes would see, deaf ears would hear, lame legs
would leap and mute tongues would sing. Until the final day of restoration, draw near to all who have
requested our prayers, [especially ,] and give them healing according to Your gracious will.
Bind up those who grieve, that they may look for the resurrection of all flesh. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Blessed, O Lord, is everyone who is not offended by Your Christ. Give us faith to believe His blessed
testament, seek His Holy Supper for the forgiveness of our sins, and confess Your truth with honest hearts
in the communion of this altar. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Lord God, heavenly Father, You gave Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to become man that He might enter
this world and destroy the works of the devil. Deliver us from sin and death, and give us everlasting life. We
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implore You to rule and govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we would seek no refuge but His Word,
that we would avoid the sin to which our sinful flesh is inclined, and that we would remain among the faithful
followers of Christ, in whom we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
(Stand)
PREFACE LSB 208

P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

o

Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

P ltistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

WE FALL DOWN

Chorus

And we cry holy, holy, holy

And we cry holy, holy, holy

And we cry holy, holy, holy is the Lamb

We fall down

We lay our crowns
At the feet of Jesus

The greatness of mercy and love
At the feet of Jesus

Chorus

And we cry holy, holy, holy

And we cry holy, holy, holy

And we cry holy, holy, holy is the Lamb
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Bapitist, to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of
heaven draws near.

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given us to eat and
drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
8



LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION
MIGHTY TO SAVE

1. Everyone needs compassion
Love that's never failing
Let mercy fall on me
Everyone needs forgiveness
The kindness of a Saviour
The hope of nations

Chorus

Saviour, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save

He is mighty to save

Forever, Author of salvation

He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave

2. So take me as You find me
All my fears and failures
Fill my life again
I give my life to follow
Everything | believe in
Now | surrender



Chorus

Saviour, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save

He is mighty to save

Forever, Author of salvation

He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave

(BRIDGE)
Shine your light, and

let the whole world see, we're singing
For the glory, of the risen King; Jesus
Shine your light, and

let the whole world see, we're singing
for the glory, of the risen King

Chorus 2x

Saviour, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save

He is mighty to save

Forever, Author of salvation

He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave
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DEATH WAS ARRESTED

Verse 1

Alone in my sorrow and dead in my sin

Lost without hope with no place to begin
Your love made a way to let mercy come in
When death was arrested and my life began

Verse 2

Ash was redeemed only beauty remains

My orphan heart was given a name

My mourning grew quiet my feet rose to dance
When death was arrested and my life began

Chorus

Oh Your grace so free washes over me

You have made me new now life begins with You
It's Your endless love pouring down on us

You have made us new now life begins with You

Verse 3

Released from my chains I'm a pris'ner no more
My shame was a ransom He faithfully bore

He cancelled my debt and He called me His friend
When death was arrested and my life began

Chorus

Verse 4

Our Savior displayed on a criminal's cross
Darkness rejoiced as though Heaven had lost

But then Jesus arose with our freedom in hand
That's when death was arrested and my life began
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Bridge

Oh we're free free forever we're free

Come join the song of all the redeemed

Yes we're free free forever amen

When death was arrested and my life began
Repeat Bridge
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(Stand)
(In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:)

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

OUR GOD

1. Water You turned into wine
Opened the eyes of the blind
There's no one like You
None like You

2. Into the darkness You shine
Out of the ashes we rise
There's no one like You
None like You

Chorus

Our God is greater

Our God is stronger

God You are higher than any other
Our God is healer

Awesome in power our God, our God
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Bridge

And if our God is for us

Then who could ever stop us?
And if our God is with us

Then what could stand against?

And if our God is for us

Then who could ever stop us?

And if our God is with us

Then what could stand against?
What could stand against?

Chorus

Our God is greater

Our God is stronger

God You are higher than any other
Our God is healer

Awesome in power our God, our God

Bridge

And if our God is for us

Then who could ever stop us?
And if our God is with us

Then what could stand against?

And if our God is for us

Then who could ever stop us?
And if our God is with us

Then what could stand against?
What could stand against?

Chorus

Our God is greater

Our God is stronger

God You are higher than any other
Our God is healer

Awesome in power our God, our God
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