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(Stand) 

OPENING SENTENCES 
L This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
L Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 
L Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C Make His paths straight. 
L Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 
  
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

+ CHILDREN'S PROGRAM + 

 JOY TO THE WORLD                                                   LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 

POEM & SONG--CHILDREN'S PROGRAM 
 
(Stand) 



RESPONSORY 
L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
L He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 
 

 ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY              LSB 344 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. compositeTune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



READING Luke 3:1–14 
L A reading from Luke, the third chapter.  
 1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch 
of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be 
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough 
places shall become level ways, 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 7He said therefore to the crowds 
that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid 
to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to 
share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be 
baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.”  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BRIEF HOMILY 
 

OFFERING (HYMN DURING OFFERING) 
 

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL                       LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent.Text and tune: Public domain 
 

(Stand) 
 

PRAYER 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 



L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the 

Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in 

prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
L Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may 

be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear 

them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 
evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me. 
Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 



 

BLESSING 
 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME                     LSB 332 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (st. 4): tr. F. 
Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann WalterText (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 4): © 1978 Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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