ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICE FOR WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2024
+ SERVICE OF LIGHT +
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
o)
A IL‘ \ i i ] H
I%v" ol - o » - H
and il - lu - mine Your Church.
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni- verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of

fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion

and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.
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A - men.
(Sit)

+ PSALMODY +
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30 come, O come, Thou Lord of mightt Who to  Thy
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tribes on Si - nai’s height In an - cient times didst
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give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - u - el
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Shall come to thee, (0] Is - ra - el

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 181866, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent.Text and tune: Public domain

L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend
on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly
host and may glorify You forever.

C Amen.

+ READINGS +

READING 1 Samuel 2:1-11
L  Areading from 1 Samuel, chapter 2.

'And Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in the LORD. My mouth
derides my enemies, because | rejoice in your salvation. 2“There is none holy like the LORD; there is none
besides you; there is no rock like our God. *Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your
mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. “The bows of the mighty are
broken, but the feeble bind on strength. SThose who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those
who were hungry have ceased to hunger. The barren has borne seven, but she who has many children is
forlorn. ®The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up. “The LORD makes poor and
makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. 8He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash
heap to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s,
and on them he has set the world. *“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in
darkness, for not by might shall a man prevail. "°The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces;
against them he will thunder in heaven. The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his
king and exalt the power of his anointed.”"'Then Elkanah went home to Ramah. And the boy ministered to the
LoRrbD in the presence of Eli the priest.

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

READING Romans 12:9—-16
L A reading from Romans, chapter 12.

SLet love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. '°Love one another with brotherly affection.
Outdo one another in showing honor. ''Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 2Rejoice in
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. *Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality. '“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 'SRejoice with those who rejoice,
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weep with those who weep. '6Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.
Never be conceited.

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

READING Luke 1:39-56
L  Areading from Luke, chapter 1.

%In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, “°and she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 4'And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, ?and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! “3And why is this granted to me that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? “‘For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb
leaped for joy. °And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
from the Lord.” “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, “’and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, “for he
has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
“Sfor he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 5°And his mercy is for those who fear
him from generation to generation. '"He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts; 5he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble
estate; %he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away. 5*He has helped his
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 5°as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring
forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
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In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
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342 WHAT HOPE! AN EDEN PROPHESIED
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What hope! An E - den proph-e - sied Where tame live with the wild;
A shoot will sprout from Jes - se’sstem, A branch from Da-vid’s line,
As ban-ner of God’slove un-furled, Christ came to suf- fer loss,
Come, Je -sus, come, Mes - si - ah Lord, Lost Par - a - dise re -store;

DY)

, p—
T T | I 4 I | T I H

The lamb and i - on side by side, Led by a lit - tle child!
A Prince of Peace in Beth-le - hem: The fruitof God’s de - sign.
That by His death a dy - ing world Would ral-ly to the cross.

Lead past the an-gel’s flam-ing sword—Come, o-pen heav-en’s door.
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John WyethText: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Tune: Public domain

SERMON

+ CANTICLE +

(Stand)



MAGNIFICAT
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - - garded

2 For the  Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,

3 He has shownstrength withHis . . . . . ... ... .. arm;

4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,

5 Glo - ry be to the Fatherandtothe . . . . . .. ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . ... ... ......... His hand-maiden.

2 and holy . . ... .. .. ... ... ...... is His name;

3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.

4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.

5 and tothe . . ... ... ... ... ..... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis .. ... ............. day

2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . ... ... ... ... .. fear Him

3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones

4 He has  helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy

5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .. ............ call me blessed.

2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain

3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.

4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.

5is now, and will be forever. . . . ... ... .. A - men. Refrain
(Sit)

OFFERING
+ PRAYER +
(Stand)
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The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and
for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us,
that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who
sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.



Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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To You, O Lord.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:

L g

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A - men.
LORD’S PRAYER

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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BhENEDICAMUS
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
BhENEDICTION
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(P) The almighty and merciful Lord,

the Father, the *I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless

and pre - serve

you.
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1 “From heav’n a - bove to earth I come To bear good
2 “To you this night is born a child Of Mar - vy,
3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, Who hears your
4 “He will on you the gifts be - stow Pre - pared by
5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: The swad-dling
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news to ev - ’ry home; Glad tid - ings of great
cho - sen vir - gin mild; This lit - tle child of
sad and  bit - ter cry; He will Him - self  your
God for all be - low, That in His king - dom,
clothes and man - ger dark. There you  will find the
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joy I bring, Where - of I now will say and sing:
low - ly birth Shall be the joy of all the earth.
Sav - ior be From all your sins to set you free.
bright and fair, You may with us His glo - ry share.

in - fant laid By whom the heav’'ns and earth were made.”

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann
Text and tune: Public domain
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